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Published on January 19, 2010

Dear friends,

Yesterday we discovered many camps for the disasterʼs victims at about 15 
blocks away from our home.  One of them was hosting 15,000 to 20,000 people on a golf course between Delmas 40B and Delmas 
48.  They sleep outside.  The American soldiers are there.  Theyʼre offering food, water as well as treating the wounded.

On Wednesday, we will be receiving a medical team made of 20 doctors, surgeons, and nurses as well as ERDO staff.  They will be 
coming in through the Dominican Republic, since all international flights have been cancelled in Haiti. They will bring food for them, 
for us, and for the Haitians so we can help them.  Stores are closed for fear of looting by the starved population.  We found water to 
drink and to shower.

We sleep inside the house, on the first floor close to the outside door.  It was so hard for me to fall asleep for fear of another 
earthquake.  However, we think the worst is behind us as far as earthquakes go.  The journalists from Paris that sleep at our place 
sleep outside. It is their choice.   People sleep on the streets and in yards far from every building or concrete walls.  Armed and 
unarmed thieves are roaming through the streets in search for food and valuables they could sale.  We hear a lot of gun shots 
throughout the night and because one of our yardʼs walls has fallen, we are not safe.  The wall that felt, is not the one that connects 
to the street but to our neighboursʼ yard.  His yard is also surrounded by a wall.  Last night the dogs were constantly barking.  Our 



night guard thought we were getting attacked so he prepared to shoot.  We donʼt know what was going on. Sleeping outside makes 
us an easy target for thieves and gun shots, while sleeping inside makes us a target for wall collapses if thereʼs an earthquake 
during the night.  Our nights are short and very agitated.  The thieves that have stolen are being shot.  Itʼs the law of the jungle.

ERDO is sending a substantial amount of funds to assist the refugees. If you 
wish to bring a contribution, please send you donations to ERDO at PAOC and inform us when you do so. Thanks for your financial 
gifts.

We very well know that God is protecting us. We pray for all the families mourning their loved one and for those who have lost 
everything that God may heal their hearts.

Weʼve returned to Haiti

Published on January 16, 2010

Hello from Haiti,

We were in the Dominican Republic when the earthquake hit the capital city of Haiti. We had seen pictures of the devastation on the 
Internet and on TV, but could not have imagined the magnitude of the devastation. Last night, as we were making our way back 
home on the only tap-tap (public transportation) we had been able to find, we passed in front of the crumbled Caribbean market. It 
was the largest grocery store in town. We could smell the stench of death. Many are still under the ruins.

Our assistant pastor, Gandy St-Hilarie, was also a student at the Church on the Rock 
Bible college. For the past 5 years, he has been a pillar of our church and of the sponsoring program. Further he was in charge of 
the feeding programʼs dining hall. He would visit and give the baptism preparation course. The day of the earthquake, he was 

http://www.haitiministries.com/english/2010/01/16/weve-returned-to-haiti/


the feeding programʼs dining hall. He would visit and give the baptism preparation course. The day of the earthquake, he was 
attending a class at Bible college, along with Assenique, another young woman from our church. The building they were in caved in. 
Assenique was able to escape through a hole in the wall, but a cement pillar fell on Gandy. Bob Thornley, who is the construction 
project director, the churchʼs youth, and others worked during three days and nights to remove those who were trapped under the 
collapsed building. Four were rescued alive but 18 were found dead. Gandy was the last one found. It was hard to recognize his 
face. He was buried the same day. Of all those around us that have died, Gandy is our greatest loss. He was a faithful servant. 
Michel and I have often said: “If only we could have others like Gandy in our church”. God will comfort us. Gandy is now with the 
Lord.

The collapsed Bible college

The third floor of the Pierre Larousse school (pictured to the right), where 
approximately 400 sponsored children attend, was destroyed. As many schools and colleges no longer exist, the school year may 
be cancelled.

As soon as the catastrophe hit, Audette, a nurse from our church, went out in the streets to take care of injured people. People are 
traumatized. They are afraid that other houses and buildings will fall. They sleep outside, in yards and in the streets. The stores are 
closed. Itʼs difficult to find food. Gas is rationed. We have to save water because we donʼt have much and water trucks have 
stopped delivering water. Without water and food, it will be almost impossible to feed the children of our church.

In the coming days, we will send out more updates.  If you are interested in learning more, please log on to Bob Thornleyʼs blog at:    
http://haitiexperiences.blogspot.com/

Thank you for your prayers!

Weʼre safe!
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Published on January 13, 2010

Dear friends,

We are currently in the Dominican Republic for a regional missionary conference and are safe. We are trying to return to Haiti as 
soon as possible. From friends, we have learned that our house is still standing. Please pray for Bob Thornley who is still in Haiti, the 
members of our church and the community we work in.

Thank you for your prayers.

Construction continues

Published on December 26, 2009

Dear Pastors & Friends

Bob Thornley, our project manager, returned to Haiti on 
November 3rd. A donor from Ontario has given us a big 
amount of money which is allowing us to continue working on 
the first Phase of our building project.

At the end of December, the basement and the chapelʼs walls 
will be finished. The only thing that will need to be done is the 
painting. The chapel can seat 800 children.

http://www.haitiministries.com/english/2009/12/26/construction-continues/


At the end of February, we plan on having the first floor completed. The first floor is our churchʼs dining room. To be able to seat and 
feed 700 children at a time, we will need 100 benches. Each bench costs $100.00 CND. We would appreciate if you could consider 
raising funds to offer benches to the children in Haiti as a Christmas gift to them.

In November, a team from Fergus, and other towns from Ontario as well as from New-Brunswick came to help us. They built a two 
storey staircase.



Dentist Jalbert held a clinic where he pulled an around 1,000 teeth.

On the above picture, Pastor Jamie Shepherd and Dot Guertin who led the team are sitting on either end of the table.

This year has been quite challenging financially for us. Unfortunately, we have very little time to visit churches to give updates. 
Thank you to those who supported us through the financial difficulties. We appreciate your faithfulness.



We wish you a Merry Christmas and the best for the year ahead.

Haiti Ministries is a Christian organization that has been working in Haiti since 1996. Our goal is to bring the 
youth of Haiti into a relationship with God.

Michel & Louise Charbonneau are the missionaries who started the ministry. They lead the 
church, prison ministry, feeding program, clinic and child sponsoring program.

Make a donation

If you wish to donate, you can do so online.
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